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from a battle, could not but be disastrous. While Hannibal's
manoeuvre could not accomplish the result against Flaminius
which Napoleon's did against Melas or Mack, it was none the
less the work of a master-hand, and affords the intelligent
soldier a lesson in strategy, if it cannot be used as an illustra-
tion to the young student of the modern art of war.

Hannibal continued to tempt Flaminius to battle by all the
arts he knew how to practice. He relied upon the consul's
well-known vehemence for this result, and doubted not that
it yet would come. It was in fact only the joint entreaties
of all Flaminius' lieutenants which had constrained him so
long to hold the defensive role.

It would seem as if Flaminius, when he found that Hanni-
bal had got between him and Rome, would have sent for Ser-
vilius to come immediately to his assistance. Nothing but
concentration and action could overcome the Carthaginian
general. Flaminius could well have prevented the success of
Hannibal's manoeuvre by a timely occupation in force of
Clusium, or some point near it. But to learn to play such a
strategic game was no part of a Roman's military education.
Up to this time, strategy had been a closed book to the Ko-
mans. They understood how to fight. Manoeuvring was an
unknown art. Perhaps the two consuls could not act ami-
cably together in one body; and Servilius was deemed to be
necessary in Ariminum to hold the Gauls in check. It is
altogether likely that it never entered Flaminius' head that
Hannibal could by any possibility reach his rear.

Hannibal continued to waste the country after collecting
what material he needed, and finally, when he saw that Fla-
minius showed no inclination to accept his gage of battle, he
moved down the Clavis to Clusium, devastating as he went,
thence across the river due east to Lake Trasimene, and
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